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;' “could not say exactly when'the. documents
; .were requested:.

. vision pmgram *Good:Morning: America™
- said’ the Liberty mcxdent was an action of;
'... ‘the-Six Day War that was notmalicnous and‘

By Joseph Polakoff

A Central Intelhgence Agency (CIA) of- |

flClal told the Jewish Telegraphic Agency

this ;week that the American Palestine

Committee withheld information in its pos-

session - that - was - ‘‘considerably ~at.
variance’ with the accusations it levelled-
against Israeli: Foreign Minister -Moshe
"Dayan in an advertlsement pubhshed thns—
..mommg in the New York Times. -~

.- The pro-Arab group charged that Dayan.
then-lsrael s Defense Minister, had person-3
ally ordered the Israeli air attack on June 83
1967, althoucvh he was aware ‘it was am

American ship. == -
= The. commnttee sald its charges were’
based on three CIA documents obtained
under the Freedom of Information Act.
_Denis Berend,” deputy press chief of the
. CIA, told the JTA, however, that attorneys:
for the committee had received four docu-
- ments from the CIA but cited only. three of;
them Those documents, he sald were “‘un~
rhmshed unevaluated, . raw. mtelhgence 2
He described the fourth, unused, document
_ as*‘more finished intelligence’” that *“*actu-
ally was an accountmg of what transpired
in the attack!” and was “consnderably at
vanance" with the other three: =& #
Although the ad claimed that the Amen-
can Palestine. Committee_ had-- fjustirer:
cenved" the documents Berend told'™ th&
"JTA that-the first’ three were ngen to- the
- group’s lawyers, last“July and the. fourth
- was released to them-three weeks ago. He
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< .The allegauons were brushed aside- by
CIA director Admiral Stanfield Turner and
Dayan Tumer, appearmg on the ABC tele-

“‘'was satxsfactonly explamed by Israel.- "f
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" ments imply that Dayan ordered the attack
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Dayan ‘who spoke~ toT reporters in-the =
- presence of Secretary of State Cyrus Vance 3

-_txons and mterceptmg Israeh mtellxgencew 1

». just prior to their meeting at the State De-

- partment. Monday. | morning, told the JTA_
~ that Israel had not known the beertywas g
. an American ship. “We were at war,” he
; ;said, and the attack was & mistake- by-the:
':‘._'Israeh -Air~Force. J*We._ not: only: apolo- |
= gized,?” but agreed to mdemmt’y theU S for -
& the damage, Dayan said. %4~ 2
.. The American Palestine., Cbmmxtteo ad-

i

_Dayanand his govemment at the start of a’

new round of diplomatic talks aimed at re-;

convening the Geneva Conference. ~: ! ,vf

The ad in the Times, under the headline,’
_‘*Are we welcoming the murderer of our

sons?”. quoted CIA documents that identi- .

~fied the Turkish- military attache in Tel .

- Aviv as the source of charges that Israel '

knowmaly attacked an American ship, kill-

- ing 34 crewmen and i Injuring 164. The docu-

because the Liberty’s electronic equipment
. Was jamming Israeli military communiea-
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\was apparently an attempt to. embarass.]
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